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Mission Success Starts With Safety

OSHA Stand-Down For Fall Protection
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Click graphic 
to see video

Why is Fall Protection Important?

The SSC Fall Protection Program is documented in Stennis Common Work Instruction SCWI-8715-0003. It outlines the  general operating 
requirements for protecting personnel and preventing injuries/death due to the hazards of falling from heights and falling off, onto or through 

working levels, as well as including guidelines for protection from falling objects. 

Falls are among the most common causes of serious work related injuries and deaths. 
Employers must set up the work place to prevent employees from falling off of 
overhead platforms, elevated work stations or into holes in the floor and walls.

OSHA requires that fall protection be provided 
at elevations of four feet in general industry 
workplaces, five feet in shipyards, six feet in the 
construction industry and eight feet in 
longshoring operations. In addition, OSHA 
requires that fall protection be provided when 
working over dangerous equipment and 
machinery, regardless of the fall distance.

SSC Fall Protection Requirements:
• Fall protection in general industry is required for activities executed

at heights greater than four feet from fixed flooring, decking or
platform structures 

• Fall protection in construction industry is required for all work 
executed at or above six feet in height

• Fall protection is required on ladders higher than twenty-four feet
• Fall protection is required when working on low-sloped roofs
• Fall protection is required when operating aerial lifts and boom lifts

Fall protection is defined as any equipment, device or system that prevents an employee from 
falling from an elevation or mitigates the effect of such a fall.  Through training, employees can learn the information 
necessary to properly use, inspect and maintain fall protection equipment at the jobsite. Learning these skills will help 
satisfy requirements for documented training to become an authorized user of such equipment.

https://ssctddoc.ssc.nasa.gov/servlet/dm.web.StatusRetrieval?did=101719
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Falls in Construction
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