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Contact Info:
NASA Safety

 

http://constructionsafety.ssc.nasa.gov/
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Neil Toupin
neil.s.toupin@nasa.gov

228-688-1109
A1 Test Stand

Matthew Scott
matthew.r.scott@nasa.gov

228-688-1537 
Construction Safety

Robert Simmers
robert.e.simmers@nasa.gov 

228-688-1877
B2 Test Stand

Mike Rewis
mike.j.rewis@nasa.gov

228-688-2663 
Construction Safety

http://constructionsafety.ssc.nasa.gov/
mailto:neil.s.toupin@nasa.gov
mailto:matthew.r.scott@nasa.gov
mailto:obert.e.simmers@nasa.gov
mailto:mike.j.rewis@nasa.gov


Contact Info:
NASA Safety

 

http://constructionsafety.ssc.nasa.gov/
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Frank Olinger
milford.f.olinger@nasa.gov

228-688-1766
Construction Safety

Ronnie Good
ronald.w.good@nasa.gov

228-688-1487
Construction Safety

Jasper Cook
jasper.c.cook@nasa.gov

228-688-1511
Construction Safety

Pat Mitchell
James.p.mitchell-1@nasa.gov

228-688-2246
Construction Safety

http://constructionsafety.ssc.nasa.gov/
mailto:milford.f.olinger@nasa.gov
mailto:ronald.w.good@nasa.gov
mailto:jasper.c.cook@nasa.gov
mailto:James.p.Mitchell-1@nasa.gov


Contact Info:
BASTION/SACOM Safety

http://constructionsafety.ssc.nasa.gov/
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Darrin Steber
darrin.r.steber@nasa.gov

228-688-2502 phone
288-688-3503 fax
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Mark Bridenbeck, TES
mark.a.bridenbeck@nasa.gov

228-688-1732 phone
228-313-0188 Cell

Will Davis
william.b.davis@nasa.gov

228-688-3193 phone
228-688-3503 fax

Robert Cales
robert.p.cales@nasa.gov

228-688-2462 phone
601-569-2150 Cell

http://constructionsafety.ssc.nasa.gov/
mailto:darrin.r.steber@nasa.gov
mailto:mark.a.bridenbeck@nasa.gov
mailto:william.b.davis@nasa.gov
mailto:Robert.p.cales@nasa.gov
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SSC Construction Inspection
Safety Findings/Stats

July 2024

Construction Safety
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Findings: 0

Level 1 Severity : 0

Level 2 Severity : 0

NMIS Mishaps/Close Calls: 2
– On July 10th, a contractor struck an active 2-inch PVC lit station sewer line about 3 feet 

underground while digging a trench with an excavator for HDPE pipe placement. This line 
was previously located, identified and marked. There was also a piece of 1 inch PVC pipe in 
the ground next to the sewer line marking the depth of the line from a previous hydro 
excavation.

– On July 23rd, a contractor struck what appeared to be an abandoned 24” steel casing pipe 7’ 
underground while directional drilling under Balch Blvd for HDPE pipe placement. This pipe 
was not located, marked or identified on any plans or prints. The bore was redirected under 
the pipe. 

Construction Safety Report:  
01 Jul – 31Jul 2024
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2” Sewer Line Strike
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24” Steel Casing Pipe
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Discussion Topics
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• Monthly Reports

• Safety Topic – Excavation Safety 



SSC Mishaps, NASA Safety Center and Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

Safe Plan of  Action

Mission Success 
Starts With Safety

Trenching and excavation operations require protective systems and inspections before workers can enter. OSHA standards 
require that trenches and protective systems be inspected daily and as conditions change by a competent person before 
work begins. When employers fail to install trench protection systems or properly inspect the trench, workers are exposed 
to serious hazards, including risk of being buried under thousands of pounds of soil. By some estimates, a cubic yard of soil 
can weigh as much as 3,000 pounds, equal to that of a compact car. 

Stennis Common Work Instruction (SCWI-8715-0008) provides an overview of the Construction Safety and Health Program 
which includes excavation and trenching requirements (Section 8.12). 

Since the beginning of the calendar year, SSC has had six excavation mishaps. These mishaps involved damage to water, 
phone, sewer, utility and gas lines. In one mishap, the construction lifting eyes sheered off the shoring box while it was 
being lifted into place. This caused the shore box to fall into the excavation and strike the electrical feed to Lift Station 101.  
The area had been cleared of workers in advance of the lift, so thankfully there were no injuries.

EXCAVATION 
SAFETY



When done safely, trenching operations can reduce worker exposure to cave-ins, 
falling loads, hazardous atmospheres, and hazards from mobile equipment.

Never enter a trench unless:
• It has been properly inspected by a competent 

person.
• Cave-in protection measures are in place.
• There is a safe way to enter and exit.
• Equipment and materials are away from the 

edge.
• It is free of standing water and atmospheric 

hazards.

Prevent trench collapses:
• Trenches five (5) feet deep or greater require a 

protective system.
• Trenches 20 feet deep or greater require a 

protective system designed by a registered 
professional engineer.

Protective systems for trenches:
• SLOPE or bench trench walls by cutting back the 

trench wall at an angle inclined away from the 
excavation.

• SHORE trench walls by installing aluminum 
hydraulic or other types of supports to prevent 
soil movement.

• SHIELD trench walls by using trench boxes or 
other types of supports to prevent soil cave-ins.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zV-sVn_AUEM&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.osha.gov%2F&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY
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Reminders
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– Next meeting will be held September 5, 2024. 



Questions
Mission Success Starts With Safety

13http://constructionsafety.ssc.nasa.gov/


	Slide Number 1
	Contact Info:�NASA Safety
	Contact Info:�NASA Safety
	Contact Info:�BASTION/SACOM Safety
	Construction Safety
	Construction Safety Report:  �01 Jul – 31Jul 2024
	2” Sewer Line Strike
	24” Steel Casing Pipe
	Discussion Topics
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Reminders
	Questions

