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SAFETY DATE SHEET REQUIREMENTS
The new OSHA HCS update clarifies the information required in Safety 
Data Sheets (SDSs), which communicate chemical product hazards. 
OSHA requires the chemical manufacturer or importer to provide SDSs 
in English, although the employer may maintain copies in other 
languages. SDSs may be stored in any form, including as operating 
procedures. It’s the employer’s responsibility to ensure that the 
information for each hazardous chemical is readily accessible to 
employees in their work area. See “OSHA’s Final Rule to Amend the 
Hazard Communication Standard” for more information.

Required Sections in a Safety Data Sheet
OSHA outlines 16 required sections for inclusion on an SDS (see 29 CFR 1910.1200 
Appendix D). While OSHA required these sections before the update, it added 
some clarifying language. The following headings and information (see 29 CFR 
above for description specifics) must be included in an SDS:

1. Identification
2. Hazard(s) Identification
3. Composition/Information on Ingredients

• Trade Secret Information
4. First Aid Measures
5. Firefighting Measures 
6. Accidental Release Measures 
7. Handling and Storage
8. Exposure Controls/Personal Protection

9. Physical and Chemical Properties
10.Stability and Reactivity
11.Toxicological Information
12.Ecological Information * 
13.Disposal Considerations *
14.Transportation Information *
15.Regulatory Information * 
16.Other Information, including date 

of preparation or last revision  

* Note: While an SDS must contain Sections 12-15, OSHA does not enforce the content because 
those areas fall under other agencies’ jurisdictions.

The OSHA Quick Card, "Hazard Communication Standard 
Pictogram," shows the Globally Harmonized System of 

Classification and Labeling of Chemicals symbols.

https://www.osha.gov/hazcom/rulemaking
https://www.osha.gov/hazcom/rulemaking
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.1200AppD
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.1200AppD
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3491QuickCardPictogram.pdf
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