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Mission Success Starts With Safety



National Weather Service and Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)

Lightning is a dangerous natural force. Annually in the United States, cloud-to-ground lightning occurs 20 to 25 million times 
and over 300 people are struck by lightning. During the past 30 years, about 50 people, on average, have been killed by 
lightning strikes every year, and many more suffer permanent disabilities. 
National Lightning Safety Awareness Week started in 2001, in order to call attention to lightning being an underrated killer.
Since then, U.S. lightning fatalities have dropped. This reduction in lightning fatalities is largely due to the greater awareness 
of lightning danger and people seeking safety when thunderstorms threaten.

Safe Plan of Action 

There is no safe place outside when thunderstorms are in the area. If you hear thunder, you are likely within striking distance 
of the storm. Too many people wait far too long to get to a safe place when thunderstorms approach. Unfortunately, these 
delayed actions lead to many of the lightning deaths and injuries.
While on-site, the SSC Lightning Detection System [documented in Stennis Common Work Instruction (SCWI-8715-0001)] is 
operational 24 hours a day, seven days a week. This system audibly alerts personnel of a lightning advisory when potential or 
actual lightning activity has been detected within a ten-mile radius of SSC. Email notifications are also distributed. Lightning
warnings are dispersed when lightning is indicated within 5 miles of SSC and instructs personnel to “immediately secure 
outside activities and take shelter in a  secure location.” If you hear a lightning advisory or warning, follow the precautions.

Lightning Safety
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https://ssctdstennis.ssc.nasa.gov/smweb/dtsisapi.dll?FIELD1=SM_DOC_NUMBER&TEXT1=SCWI-8715-0001&JOIN1TO2=AND&FIELD2=SM_TEXT&TEXT2=&JOIN2TO3=AND&FIELD3=SM_TEXT&TEXT3=&MAX_RESULTS=100&LAYUP=standard



	�
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3

